
 

This question has been raised many times in the past and will continue to be raised as long as there are 

people not willing to accept the simple truth of the gospel of Christ. It usually stems from the desire to 

disprove the doctrine of baptism being necessary for salvation. 

Well what about the thief on the cross? The covenant of Christ or Christian age had not yet been 

instituted as Christ was still alive on the cross. The Law of Moses was still in place when the thief spoke 

to Jesus. The Law of Moses was only taken out of the way after Jesus had died. It is His death burial and 

resurrection that ushered in the new covenant (New Testament) we now live under. This means the Old 

Testament has been taken out of the way by the blood of Christ. Read the following verses that explain 

this. Heb 8:6-7,13, 9:15; Eph 2:11-16; Col 2:14. 

So we see from these verses Christ had to die and spill His blood so we can live under a new covenant. 
The scriptures tell us that it was only after Christ rose from the dead that Baptism was instituted as a 
condition of salvation. Note the following references:  

Mark 16:15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

Mark 16:16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 

condemned. (Emphasis Mine) 

Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

Matt 28:20 “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” Amen. (Emphasis Mine) 

These passages are known as the great commission when Christ spoke to His apostles instructing them 

on the work they were expected to do after His ascension. So we see that it is only after His resurrection 

from the dead that Baptism was instituted. The thief on the cross was not under this law as Christ was 

still alive and Christ had the right to decide to save him. Note these verses. Matt 9:1-6; Mark 2:3-12 

The passages quoted demonstrate Jesus had the right, power, to forgive sins. If He had this right and He 

did, why do we accept He could forgive the thief on the cross but will not accept His teaching on 

baptism?  

Just as a side issue, maybe we should worry less about the thief’s salvation and be more concerned about 

our own! 

Baptism is a condition of salvation. 
Reread the verses quoted on the great commission. Jesus had risen from the dead taught His apostles 
for 40 days and then ascended into heaven. We now take up the story in the book of Acts.  

In chapter2 of the book of Acts the day of Pentecost has arrived. This was 50 days after Christ was put 
on the cross and the Apostles were waiting in Jerusalem to receive power from on high. Luke 24:49, Acts 

1:4-5.  This promise was for the Apostles only. After receiving the Holy Spirit Peter standing up with the 
eleven addresses the crowd that had formed. This is the first sermon preached by Peter and the start of 
the New Testament church. Part of his sermon accused these Jews and Proselytes of crucifying the 
Messiah Jesus Christ Acts 2:36. Pricked to the heart because of the guilt of not only killing an innocent 

man but killing God’s anointed they ask Peter the Question “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

What about the thief on the cross? 



Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

Peter answers them in this way,  

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Remember the great commission mentioned earlier on in this article? This was the start of that 

commission. These hearers are told what to do to have their sins washed away. They needed to repent 

and be baptized, and they were. 

Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls 

were added to them. 

 

What about belief? It is there in their question “ …what shall we do?”. They believed what Peter had 

said and believed the man they had crucified was in fact Lord and Christ. There’s their belief.  

What about faith? It is demonstrated in their act of obedience. They had faith that Jesus would wash 

away their sins because of their obedience to the words of Peter. Acts 2:41 

If we continue our study in the book of Acts we see many examples of men and women being baptized 
into Christ. Here are the references in Acts: 

 Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls. 

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

Acts 8:13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing 
signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed. 

Acts 8:16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Acts 8:36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, 
here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 

Acts 8:38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him. 

Acts 9:18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he 
rose and was baptized; 

Acts 10:48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to 
remain for some days. 

Acts 11:16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Acts 16:15 And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 

Acts 16:33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at 
once, he and all his family. 

Acts 18:8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And 
many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 

Acts 19:3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 

Acts 19:4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the 
one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 

Acts 19:5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 



Acts 22:16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his 
name.’ 

Note Acts 22:16. Paul’s account before the council tells us he still had his sins as he was told to be 
baptized and wash away his sins.  

Let’s look at Romans 6 now: 

Rom 6:3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

His death? 

Rom 6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

Rom 6:5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 

likeness of His resurrection, 

Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done 

away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 

Rom 6:7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 

Rom 6:8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

Rom 6:9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has 

dominion over Him. (emphasis mine) 

Paul likens our burial in baptism to the burial of Christ and our raising out of the waters of baptism as the 

resurrection of Christ from the dead. We kill off the old man to become new creatures to walk in newness 

of life. The body of sin is done away with. Read Gal 3:27. 

Here are some other references in the New Testament. 
Many try and use 1Cor 1:17 “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with 

wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.” to justify not following the 

command to be baptized or to baptize but note what Paul says in 1Cor 12:13 “For by one Spirit we were all 

baptized into one body–whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free–and have all been made to drink 

into one Spirit. All have been baptized in to one body.” 

1Cor 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

Paul is speaking about their baptism when he says you were washed and this brought about 

their sanctification.  

Heb 10:22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 

evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Bodies washed with pure water are reference to their baptism into the one body the church. 

Col 2:11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the 

body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 

Col 2:12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working 

of God, who raised Him from the dead. 

Col 2:13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 

together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, This passage is parallel to Romans 6.  

Finally I would like to share one last verse on the subject of Baptism and that is 1Pet 3:21 “There is also an 

antitype which now saves us–baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 

conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” 

 

Peter the first preacher of the Gospel says Baptism saves us. Anyone want to argue this point? How much 

clearer must this be made before people will accept this doctrine?  



Conclusion: 

Jesus had the right to forgive the sins of the thief on the cross and allow him into heaven. But we must 

remember this was before Jesus had died on the cross.  

After Jesus rose from the dead He gives the apostles the great commission instructing them to baptize 

believers of all nations.  

This is exactly what the apostles did from the day of Pentecost on. The New Testament is filled with 

references to this fact.  

 If the apostles baptized every believer in the New Testament why are we trying so hard not to follow this 

command and example? 

 

  

 

 


